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CONSERVATION OFFICERS OF PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION
General Membership Meeting Minutes
DelGrosso’s Ammusement Park
                               Tipton, PA

August 12, 2009
Order of Business
Roll Call

Pledge of Allegiance
Officer Reports
Presidents Report
New Business
The meeting was called to order by President Bernie Schmader @ 1300 hours
Membership Meeting attendance
Roll Call of Board Members:  Present (Y/N)
President Bernie Schmader






Yes
Vice President Erin Czech






Yes
Secretary Peter Thomas







Yes
Treasurer Tim Marks







Yes
Membership Secretary Rich Cramer





No
Media Secretary Vance Dunbar






Yes
Trustee Tom Burrell







No
Trustee Tom Grohol







No
Trustee Jack Lucas







No
Trustee Martha Mackey







No
Trustee Tom McMann







Yes

Trustee Ted Onufrak







No
Trustee Frank Parise







No


Trustee Richard Sarver







Yes

Trustee Colleen Shannon






No
Trustee Pat Snickles







No
Trustee Ron Stout







Yes
Trustee Matthew Visosky






Yes


OFFICER REPORTS:

Secretary’s Report:

· The minutes for the previous January (2008) were read out loud to those members and guests present. 
· There being no further questions and comments the President asked that a general consensus accept the reading.
Treasurer’s Report:  
Submitted by Tim Marks
(Very informal report was given verbally)
· Total Funds: $63,300 (+)
Membership Secretary’s Report:

Rich Cramer not present:

· No report given
Presidents Report
Report given by Bernie Schmader;

· So far it has been a very busy and productive year

· General Membership Meeting in January:    Very few members attended

· Held elections…  

· Set up and manned COPA displays at Pittsburgh Show, Erie Show and Harrisburg Sports Show where we conducted the annual wildlife photo contest. Plus some smaller affairs such as the PA Federation of Sportsman’s Clubs function in the NW Region.  
· SHOW INCOME WAS DOWN THIS YEAR – We need your help to raise operating money.  Please get involved.  Just a little effort will help tremendously.

· COPA sponsored 40+ youth field days across the state Providing Approx. 5,000 shirts with the COPA logo on them.

· COPA published The Green Line magazine and sent out interim “green line” mailings for your information.

· We also sent letters along with a copy of The Green Line magazine to all members of the Wildlife and Fisheries Committee of the House and Senate offering our support and input regarding issues that affect WCO’s and PA fish and wildlife resources.

· COPA also produced and distributed to every school district in PA an Ollie Otter poster and related material for their use… Please let us know if you see any of them at your school.

· COPA organized an outdoor package raffle as a fund raiser.  Please buy or sell the tickets you received in the mail.  If you need more, please just ask for them.  Please get the sold tickets and money in promptly and before the deadline.

· The website has been revamped and updated.  Check it out!

· COPA is in the final year of preparation to host the NAWEOA Conference in July of next year.  Please do what you can to help raise funds and solicit goods and materials for this event…  Also, plan to attend.  We are sure you won’t regret do so.

· COPA again provided a sponsorship of up to $500.00 for interested Board Members and two members at large plus the chairman of next year’s conference (Jack Lucus) to attend the NAWEOA Conference which was held last month in New Brunswick.  PA was well represented. Check the COPA website to see some photos from that event.

· COPA also set up and manned a display in N. Brunswick to promote the Conference we are hosting next year.

· Additionally, COPA has paid NAWEOA dues for all it members.  If you join COPA as a regular member you also acquire a full membership in the North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Association as well.

· COPA has/is conducted a Patch Artwork Contest with a $250.00 prize for a design to use on our next year’s collectable patch which will be chosen by you here today.  Please vote for your favorite design while you are here.  Only one vote per member!!

· COPA mailed out, analyzed, consulted with professional planners, and sent out questionnaires in an effort to write a meaningful and comprehensive strategic plan for the COPA Organization.

· And, of course, COPA is providing those of you who came to this Rendezvous with two all-day ride passes or two meal tickets and have provided you all with good food for lunch and beverages to go with it.   

· COPA continues to handle all administrative affairs such as:


General correspondence


Financial matters – accountants, lawyers, bankers, etc.


Inventory and distribution of patches and other COPA merchandise


Recording, updating, and recruiting memberships in the organization


Solicitation of articles for The Green Line


Doing all the little things required to keep COPA viable and of value to its



Membership.

· COPA is here for you its membership and we urge you the membership to support and become more involved in COPA.  After all, it is your or your spouse’s, life’s work, and it provides a living for your families.  Give something back by getting more involved in COPA… you’ll be a better person and a better officer for it!!!



New Business 
· None reported

Good for the order
Next Meeting:
· Sunday, January 24th, 2010 @1300 hrs, 

· Place TBA

`
General Membership Meeting closed @ 1400 hours
Conservation Officers of Pennsylvania Assoc.
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